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One’s Enough is Crawley’s campaign group opposing a second runway at Gatwick.  We 
support Gatwick airport with its one runway, two terminals and plenty of room for 
expansion. 

Delay and Confusion 
The Airports Commission has spent nearly £20m on a report which gave a clear 
recommendation for a third runway at Heathrow. 
 
Today the Government announced a delay in making a decision, and said that it regards 
Gatwick as an alternative if environmental issues make Heathrow impractical. 
 
One’s Enough thinks they are wrong; we welcome the Government’s concern for the 
environment but Gatwick is not the easy option; environmental issues at Heathrow apply 
also to Gatwick. 

Gatwick - the wrong place 

As stated by the Commission, Gatwick is not easily accessible to a majority of the UK 
population, nor will it provide the greatest economic benefit to the whole country as 
required by the Government in their brief to the Airports Commission.   
  

Gatwick’s only major direct link to London is the already over-capacity London to Brighton 
railway line that can never be expanded sufficiently to accommodate the proposed 2nd 
runway expansion.  Gatwick’s only major road link to London and the rest of the UK is the 
short M23, which only connects to the M25, Britain’s most congested motorway.   GAL’s 
plans to accommodate 96 million plus passengers, travelling to and from the airport mainly 
using public transport should have been seen by the Commission as unrealistic and a 
catastrophic hole in GAL’s whole case. The taxpayer would foot the bill for major road 
improvements, estimated at 10 to 15 billion pounds, to support an airport bigger than 
Heathrow. 
  
75% of all UK passengers driving to Gatwick would have to pass within 5 miles of Heathrow 
before a further one hour journey on the congested M25/M23 to reach their destination.  
The GAL business case is undermined by the fact that all the major international airlines 
prefer to fly from the hub airport at Heathrow. 

Gatwick’s polluted urban setting 
One’s Enough believes a second runway at Gatwick would be an environmental disaster for 
the large town of Crawley and surrounding areas.   Gatwick is not surrounded by green 



 

 

fields full of cows, as some are now suggesting.   For Crawley it would bring unacceptable 
urbanisation, road congestion and air pollution from a massive increase in road usage.  
With an Air Quality Management Area already declared in the town, we are especially 
concerned for the health and future of our town, its residents and generations to come. 
 
If Gatwick gets a second runway, the result would be urban sprawl joining up the towns of 
Horsham, Crawley and East Grinstead, with commuting bringing their very poor road 
connections to a standstill, and causing further air quality problems. 
 
Heathrow’s got pollution problems; the solution isn’t to create a second Heathrow at 
Gatwick! 

The fight goes on 
We will fight any attempt to build a second runway at Gatwick until the bulldozers roll. 
 

We support the view of many others that there is no need for any new runway at either 
Heathrow or Gatwick – because of the existing runway capacity all around the South East, 
the use of larger aircraft and, most important, as any additional runway would be contrary 
to climate change targets. 
  

One’s Enough can be contacted at: 
Email: gatwickonesenough@gmail.com 

Phone: 01293 542 535 or 01293 428 193 
Website: www.facebook.com/onesenoughgatwick 
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